
Welcome to Our 41st 
Annual Event!

"Happiness is a Healthy Pet" 
EL PASO VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

COMMUNITY 
AWARDS BANQUET 

Saturday, April 11, 2026 
R ECO G N I Z E D  A N D  

AWA R D E D  AS  O N E  O F  
T H E  M OST  NOT EWO RT H Y  

V ET E R I NA RY  P U B L I C  R E L AT I O N S  
EV E N TS  I N  T H E  STAT E  

BY  T H E  T EX AS  V M A!

~ EPVMA Vision ~
VETERINARY PROFESSIONALS ADVANCING THE WELL-BEING 
OF ANIMALS FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THE COMMUNITY. 

~ 41 Years of Recipients ~
2025 SUN CITY CATS, Non-Profit 
Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) Advocacy Group | 
Special Recognition- GUS GUS, Court Certified 
Facility Dog 

2024 BORDER PATROL CANINE 
ACADEMY, Established to address the high 
volume of human and narcotics smuggling 
activities | Special Recognition - VETERINARY 
SCIENCE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM (VSCP), 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension | Veterinary 
Legends of the Southwest- THOMAS R. 
McCABE, JR., DVM, posthumously

2023 LAW N' PAWS ANIMAL RESCUE, 
Rescuing Victims of Animal Cruelty and 
Neglect | Special Recognition- RESCUE 
RUNNERS, Helping ease the stress that dogs 
in the shelter environment experience 

2022 CHRIS COPELAND, JD, CAE, 
Support of the EPVMA and the Texas 
Veterinary Community | Special Recognition- 
DENISE MANKIN, Freelance Graphic 
Designer: WILL SEYFFERT, Photographer, 
Producer 

2021 EL PASO VETERINARY COMMUNITY, 
Recognizing the entire Veterinary Community for 
their outstanding response to quickly changing 
demands during the COVID-19 pandemic

2020 PAWS FOR LOVE, Providing Pet 
Therapy for those in need in our community

2019 DEAN TRAVIS, Valley Feed & 
Supply/PETsBARN

2018 VETERINARY TECHNICIANS, 
Recognizing the Techs that Support Our Vets  |  
Special Recognition- MARC SILPA, BVM&S, 
Mesa Veterinary Clinic and Paws N' Hooves 
Mobile Veterinary Services

2017 BETTY HOOVER, Retiring Executive 
Director, Humane Society of El Paso | Special 
Recognition- KEN WALDRUP, DVM, MS, 
PHD, Zoonosis Control, Texas Department of 
State Health Services 

2016 EYE CARE FOR ANIMALS, 25 Years of 
Service to El Paso

~ To View the Complete List of 
Recipients From Past Years, 

Please Scan the QR Code ~

~ Special Thanks ~
Shauntel Caballero, Graphic Design 

Squad 915, AV Presentation
Alfredo Lara, DVM, Photographer 
Johnny Thoreson, Photographer  

El Paso Inc., Photographer 
First Flash Photo Booth Tique 
Grace Gardens Event Center 

Mike Dee, Mike Dee's Productions 
Skyy Wear Printing    

~ Event Sponsors~
THE EPVMA GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING 

COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS FOR THEIR SUPPORT!

PLATINUM 

GOLD 

SILVER

BRONZE

~ Event Donors & Community Sponsors~

Elanco Animal Health & Covetrus
Patterson Veterinary Supply

Gateway Services Inc.

IDEXX   MWI Animal Health 
Robinet Engineering    Antech

WestStar    Nutramax     
Squad 915    Merck

Albertsons (UTEP)    Raising Cane's    Poodles & Doodles 
Dr. Alfredo Lara    El Paso Rhinos    Wet N' Wild 

MUTTZ Canine Social Club    Dr. Jim Humphreys    
American Regent Animal Health  

DONORS

COMMUNITY SPONSORS 
Pima Medical Institute Veterinary Technician Program



EL PASO VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

COMMUNITY 
AWARDS BANQUET 

Saturday, April 11, 2026 
GRACE GARDENS EVENT CENTER    EL PASO, TX

CARNIVAL NIGHT|  CASH BAR AT 6PM 
DINNER AND AWARDS PRESENTATION 7PM

DIRECTOR OF CEREMONIES
PRISCILLA BOWENS, DVM, MPH, JD 

EPVMA PRESIDENT 2026

LEADERSHIP APPRECIATION AWARD 

EL PASO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

JULIE CASE, DVM

MICHAEL BAILEY, DVM, DACVR

SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD 
LA POSADA HOME

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AWARD

LA POSADA HOME INC.

EL PASO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

~ Honored Guests ~

~ Community Involvement Award  ~ ~ Special Recognition  ~

WELCOME MESSAGE
SHAUNTEL CABALLERO, EPVMA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The El Paso Community Foundation (EPCF) has been a 
trusted steward of philanthropy in the Borderland for 
decades, returning nearly $300 million to the 
community through grants and initiatives. While these 
funds reflect significant investment, EPCF's true impact 
lies in the partnerships formed and lives changed, 
particularly in animal welfare.

     EPCF consistently supports   
     shelters, rescue organizations,  
and      advocacy groups, enhancing   
     their capacity and reinforcing  
     animal welfare as crucial to a   
     compassionate community.   
     Additionally, EPCF convenes   
     the Animal Welfare 
Roundtable, fostering collaboration among nonprofits 
and municipal partners to address challenges and 
identify service gaps.

This collaborative effort led to the establishment of the 
Borderland Rescue Fund, aimed at urgent needs beyond 
standard grants, focusing on keeping pets with their 
families. Initiatives like Public Pantries and walk-up pet 
food banks have provided over     
100,000 pounds of food and       
supplies in just six months. 

The Rescue Fund also supports     
microchip scanner stations to      
reunite lost pets, no-cost spay and    
neuter initiatives, and an Emergency Medical Fund for 
at-risk animals. Together, these initiatives highlight 
EPCF’s commitment to a humane and responsive 
animal welfare system throughout the Borderland.

Founded in 1986, La Posada Home, Inc. provides shelter 
for survivors of domestic violence, homelessness, and 
crisis, recognizing that healing must include the entire 
family, including companion animals.

La Posada has a longstanding policy of accepting 
survivors with their pets, understanding that animals 
provide essential emotional support. This practice helps 
survivors leave dangerous situations without fear for 
their animals’ safety.
Key Contributions:
- Accepts families 
with pets when other 
shelters could not
- Adapts operations 
to accommodate animals 
safely
- Treats pets as integral 
to the survivor’s support system
      A notable case involved a  
      gravely ill client who   
      sought shelter with three  
      dogs. La Posada accepted  
      him immediately,    
      ensuring their safety.   
After the client’s passing, the organization found loving 
homes for his dogs, demonstrating their commitment 
to compassion beyond shelter entry.

La Posada’s acceptance of animals allows survivors to 
seek safety sooner, reduces trauma from pet separation, 
and supports emotional healing. Their approach 
underscores the belief that safety, dignity, and healing 
are inseparable from compassion, ensuring that no one 
is turned away in crisis.

AVMA PRESIDENT

Michael Bailey, DVM, DACVR - AVMA President    
Pancho Hubert, DVM - TVMA President    

Angela Russell - TVMA Interim Executive Director
Sam Miller, DMV-AVMA BOD District 8-TX

Adena Robertson, DVM- NMVMA President   
Emily Walker, DVM - NM Delegate to AVMA 

Kelli Bohannon- NMVMA Executive Director   
Mike Lent, DMV-AVMA BOD District 9-AZ  

Julie Funk, DVM, MS, PhD - Dean U of A CVM   
Guy Loneragan, BVSc, PhD - Dean of TTU SVM

Ramesh Vemulapalli, BVSc-AH, MVSc, PhD - 
Executive Associate Dean, A&M CVM


